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Article ABSTRACT

Progress:
This paper examines an aspect of classical Literature. The research
Submussion date: | attempts to find out the interrelation between Literature work in various
01-12-2028 civilizations and cultures m Nigeria, particularly mn the aspect of poems
jgé.cjzgjodg(g{dm [']m[ discourse on social 1I‘€SU€A'€ an.d problems. The (71'1'11 1s to unify the

‘ ideas and concepts of Nigerian Poets on Social Poetry. The
methodologies adopted for the research are Historical, Descriptive, and
Analvtical. 'The research findings mclude Nigerian Literature work is full
of many classical social poetries, it also discovered the unity of thoughts
and rdeas i some areas, despite the difterences in the background of the
poets re. Arabic/English/Hausa/Yoruba/Fulani. The paper concludes
that classical literature is a clear vision and reflection of any society no
matter what language it 1s used n the presentation.
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There are no artilleries here.

No armored vehicles, no warplanes

Only a few dead bodies

For skirmishes over a trespass by an ant
A Minor mfraction on our sea of calm
"T'his 1s a peaceful country.

Not a war zone

No prisoners war, no concentration camps
Only wailing widows

And crying orphaned children

For a dispute over water rights

A minor blight from battles with clubs
Not enough to stampede peace mto flight
This 1s a peacetul country.

Not a war zone

Where only guns and bombs boom (Gimba, 2001)
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On the highways, far from the towns

Under the dark blanket of the night,

When journeymen dream of unwitnessed arrival
Smooth, uninterrupted ride

A joy not even a log across the road could mar
Just a little delay, a police road-block stare

But them...!

A staccato of bullets from the bush!

Soldiers of the night, without uniforms

With assorted guns threatening with death
Money i1s all the storm and rain of blood

For your life you plead, all you have 1s theirs. (Gimba, 2001)
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Harbinger of tales to make our hearts glow

Sitting i our stomach incontinent, making it growl
But whether our faces with smiles you light

And our day’s mirth you mar with fright

To the sounds of your drum’s solemn beat

Our hearts succumb like 1ce cubes to heat

And our cars thou commands to heed
Receptacles ever strong to receive

The news of what 1s amiss

The bridge across the river

Our only access to the floods

Drowned our rice farms

With your drums herald the news. (Gimba, 2001)
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There are no artilleries here
No armored vehicles, no warplanes

Only a few dead bodies (Gimba 2001)
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No prisoners war, no concentration camps
Only wailing widows

And crying orphaned children,

For a dispute over water rights. (Gimba, 2002)
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On the high streets, right inside the towns

With gun-inspired bravado they alight like locusts
Unmasked men, even the moon and the sun to witness
And the police, ah! Whose police?

To the deposit boxes of merchants and traders

The vault of banks easy targets they know too well
Court martyrdom with an alarm. (Gimba, 2001)
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To the shrinking cry of my pen, I did awake
Where 1s 1t? I know it was my pen’s cry
Its offal a guiding light even the blind would take

And the stars perhaps 1n fright ran away
Outside their tears formed a big lake

190



JAMALULLAIL JOURNAL [Vol. 2, No. 8 (Special Issue 1 2023] e-ISSN: 2948-395X

No, 1t’s their sweat as they race mto the sky

The rumbling steps over the hills stll reverberate
Where’s my pen? It will soon be day

My neighbour faints easily and hard to resuscitate
The birds, insects, in confusion will {ly

And I've no more taste for rumblings of boots at the gate
My legs cannot walk the ladder mto the sky
Where’s my pen? It’s already day-break

And the sun shines with a bridegroom’s grin

Casting shadows of the bayonet on the sought

And the warder by the jailhouse, so grim

In search of prey, in search of a key

In search of a pest, in search of a pet. (Gimba, 2001)
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